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THE PIPES: The FDNY Bagpipe band marches during the 
Little Neck Douglastown Memorial Day Parade in Little 
Neck, Queens. (Zack Stieber/The Epoch Times) 

NEW YORK—Dubbed the largest 
Memorial Day parade in the nation, the 
Little Neck Douglastown Memorial Day 
Parade in Queens attracted an 
estimated 80,000-plus participants and 
spectators from across the tri-state 
area. The tradition is now in its 82nd 
year. 
 
“It's the one time you get to honor the 
soldiers lost in wars that are fighting 
for your country. I mean, they're giving 
up their lives; they're giving up their 
limbs. It's the least you could do for 
them,” said parade watcher Teresa. 
 
The parade started at Jayson Avenue 
in Queens, traveling along Northern 
Boulevard until it ended at 245th 

Street. Mayor Michael Bloomberg, City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
marched in the parade, waving to the crowd. 
 
Other Memorial Day events around the city included a military jet flyover at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 
Museum at Pier 86 in Manhattan, another parade in Whitestone in Queens, and Mayor Bloomberg's 
official remarks at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument on 89th Street at Riverside Drive.  
 
The largest group marching in the Little Neck Douglastown Memorial Day Parade was Francis Lewis 
High School's Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corp. (ROTC) program. The program prepares students 
for college-level ROTC programs and eventually to become military officers. They performed a rifle drill 
demonstration in front of the judges. Located in Flushing Meadows Queens, the high school’s marching 
band, which also performed, is ranked No. 1 in the nation. 
 
“It was pretty hot, but I actually enjoyed it. It was fun with the whole battalion,” said freshman George of 
Francis Lewis High School.  
 
The ROTC students said they participated in four parades over the holiday weekend, and many others 
throughout the school year. This was the school's last parade. Some of them will be going to colleges 
with ROTC programs, while others will not. It is possible that some could be deployed to Afghanistan or 
Iraq. 
 
“I hope that someday we'll be able to have peace,” stated Cpl. Anthony J. Zollo, who served in the Army 
during World War II in the Pacific region. While conveying the wish for violence and bloodshed to end, 
he was proud of the Armed Forces and, although he didn't formally participate in the parade, came out 
to show his support.  
 
“It's just a wonderful day, to spend the day with the parade in our neighborhood,” Zollo’s wife added. 
This was their seventh year at the event. 
 
“I've only missed one since 1987,” said Mary, a resident of Douglaston. Her companion said that it was 
“mostly the same” every year, “unless it rains.” 
 
“It's nice the schools all get together, it's a really nice community event,” Mary added.  
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